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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee LG-007, Emergency lighting 
in buildings. It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on  
16 March 2005. This Standard was published on 12 May 2005. 
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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards Web 
Shop at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line 
catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Global Standard, has a full listing of revisions 
and amendments published each month. 

Australian StandardsTM and other products and services developed by Standards 
Australia are published and distributed under contract by SAI Global, which 
operates the Standards Web Shop. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.org.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW 2001. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 04317.
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Australian members of the Joint Standards 

Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee LG-007, Emergency Lighting in Buildings, to 

supersede AS/NZS 2293.3:1995 Emergency evacuation lighting for buildings, 

Part 3: Emergency luminaires and exit signs. After consultation with stakeholders in both 

countries, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand decided to develop this Standard 

as an Australian, rather than an Australian/New Zealand Standard. 

The AS (/NZS) 2293 series comprises three Parts as follows: 

AS(/NZS)  

2293 Emergency escape lighting and exit signs for buildings 

2293.1 Part 1: System design, installation and operation 

2293.2 Part 2: Inspection and maintenance 

2293.3 Part 3: Emergency escape luminaires and exit signs (this Standard) 

The objective of the AS 2293 series of Standards is to provide all those associated with the 

design, construction, installation, certification and maintenance of all the individual 

components of an emergency escape lighting and exit signage scheme, and the scheme as a 

whole, with the requirements and guidelines to provide an installation that will ensure an 

acceptable level of illumination to the nominated areas for the safe evacuation of occupants 

from those areas in an emergency situation. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide designers, manufacturers and certifiers of 

emergency escape luminaires and exit signs with the relevant requirements for such 

products in order to facilitate the production of luminaires that will provide an acceptable 

level of emergency escape lighting to a space when installed in compliance with AS 2293.1. 

The principal reason for this edition of the Standard is to specify requirements for exit signs 

employing internationally accepted pictorial elements instead of the previously used word 

‘Exit’. Also, the basic terminology used to describe the subject matter of the Standard has 

been modified to be compatible with that used in IEC 60598-2-22 Luminaires, 

Part 2-22: Particular requirements—Luminaires for emergency lighting. The terminology 

now used, and reflected in the new series title, recognizes the term emergency lighting as 

including four categories of lighting, each provided with an alternative energy supply, as 

follows: 

(a) Emergency escape lighting. 

(b) Illuminated emergency exit signs. 

(c) High risk task area lighting. 

(d) Standby lighting. 

Of these categories, items (a) and (b) are the newly adopted terms that refer to the two types 

of emergency lighting that are required by law in Australia and comprise the scope of the 

AS 2293 series of Standards. Items (c) and (d) are types of lighting that have a limited 

history in this country and which are not covered by this series of Standards. 

This Standard incorporates the following significant changes from the previous edition: 

(i) Replacement of word ‘exit’ with pictorial element. 

(ii) As this Standard is not a joint Australian/New Zealand document, there is no content 

specific to New Zealand only. 

(iii) The adoption of terminology from IEC 60598-2-22. 
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Electronic files of all basic pictorial elements are grouped under the heading ‘Image files 

for exit signs specified in AS 2293.3’ and attached to this document as a CD Rom in the 

case of a paper copy of the Standard and as a zip file in the case of an electronic copy. 

These files reproduce the contents of Figure 3.1 in a form suitable for directly creating 

complying pictorial elements over a range of sizes. It should be noted these files are 

provided as an assistance to the user only and do not form part of this Standard. 

It is anticipated that, within the life of this publication, the approval and test specification 

for luminaires – AS 3137, will be superseded and replaced by a new Standard designated 

AS/NZS 60598.2.22. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 

This Standard distinguishes between documents cited as normative references and those 

referenced for information only. Those belonging to the former category are listed in the 

clause titled ‘Normative references’ while those of the latter type are listed in the 

bibliography. 
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Australian Standard 

Emergency escape lighting and exit signs for buildings 
 

Part 3:  Emergency escape luminaires and exit signs 
 

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies requirements for the design, construction, performance and testing 

of emergency escape luminaires and exit signs. It applies both to emergency escape 

luminaires and exit signs that are centrally supplied, and to emergency escape luminaires 

and exit signs of the self-contained type. 

NOTES:  

1 Appendix A lists the essential data and preferred format of test reports for emergency escape 

luminaires and exit signs. 

2 A sample declaration of the compliance of emergency escape luminaires and exit signs with 

this Standard is given in Appendix B. 

1.2   APPLICATION 

It is anticipated that this Standard will be indirectly referenced, via a direct reference to 

AS 2293.1 in the May 2006 edition of the Building Code of Australia, thereby superseding 

the previous edition from the AS/NZS 2293 series. 

1.3   NORMATIVE REFERENCES 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. 

AS(/NZS)  

2293 Emergency escape lighting and exit signs for buildings 

2293.1 Part 1: System design, installation and operation 

2293.2 Part 2: Inspection and maintenance 

3100 Approval and test specification—General requirements for electrical equipment

3137 Approval and test specification—Luminaires (light fittings) 

60598 Luminaires 

60598.1 Part 1: General requirements and tests  

IEC  

61951 Secondary cells and batteries containing alkaline or other non-acid 

electrolytes—Portable sealed rechargeable single cells 

61951-1 Part 1: Nickel-cadmium 

61056 General purpose lead-acid batteries (valve-regulated types) 

61056-1 Part 1: General requirements, functional characteristics—Methods of test 

ISO  

3864 Safety colours and safety signs 

3864-1 Part 1: Design principles for safety signs in workplaces and public areas 

1.4   DEFINITIONS 

1.4.1   General 

For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions given in AS 2293.1 and those below apply. T
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Click on the logos to search the database online.

SAI Global also carries a wide range of publications from a wide variety of Standards Publishers:

The remainder of this document 

is available for purchase online at 

www.saiglobal.com/shop

T
hi

s 
is

 a
 fr

ee
 7

 p
ag

e 
sa

m
pl

e.
 A

cc
es

s 
th

e 
fu

ll 
ve

rs
io

n 
on

lin
e.

http://www.saiglobal.com/shop/script/Details.asp?DocN=AS0733766447AT
http://www.standards.com.au
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=AS
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ISO
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=IEC
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ANSI
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ASTM
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=BSI
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=DIN
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=JIS
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ETSI

	AS 2293.3-2005 Emergency escape lighting and exit signs for buildings - Emergency escape luminaires and exit signs 
	AS 2293.3-2005 EMERGENCY ESCAPE LIGHTING AND EXIT SIGNS FOR BUILDINGS - EMERGENCY ESCAPE LUMINAIRES AND EXIT SIGNS 
	PREFACE
	CONTENTS
	SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL 
	1.1 SCOPE 
	1.2 APPLICATION 
	1.3 NORMATIVE REFERENCES 
	1.4 DEFINITIONS 
	1.4.1 General 
	1.4.2 Definitions of exit sign type 
	1.4.3 Definitions specific to exit sign appearance 

	1.5 ELECTROMAGNETIC COMPATIBILITY 

	SECTION 2 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR EMERGENCY ESCAPE LUMINAIRES 
	2.1 COMPLIANCE WITH AS 3137 
	2.2 LUMINAIRE CLASSIFICATION 
	2.3 ILLUMINATION AT SWITCH ON 
	2.3.1 Maximum delay 
	2.3.2 Conditions for assessing compliance with Clause 2.3.1 

	2.4 MARKING 

	SECTION 3 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR EXIT SIGNS 
	3.1 COMPLIANCE WITH AS 3137 
	3.2 TYPES OF EXIT SIGN 
	3.3 APPEARANCE OF EXIT SIGN FACE 
	3.3.1 Basic pictorial elements and shape 
	3.3.2 Optional additional elements 
	3.3.3 Location of elements 
	3.3.4 Additional background 
	3.3.5 Borders 
	3.3.6 Colours 
	3.3.7 Size of pictorial elements 

	3.4 ILLUMINATION 
	3.4.1 General 
	3.4.2 Standard internally illuminated exit signs 
	3.4.3 Low illuminance area exit signs 
	3.4.4 Externally illuminated exit signs 

	3.5 MAXIMUM VIEWING DISTANCES 
	3.6 MARKING 
	3.6.1 On body of exit sign 
	3.6.2 On face of exit sign 


	SECTION 4 PARTICULAR REQUIREMENTS FOR SELF-CONTAINED EMERGENCY ESCAPE LUMINAIRES AND EXIT SIGNS 
	4.1 GENERAL 
	4.2 SUITABILITY FOR OPERATING TEMPERATURES 
	4.3 ARRANGEMENT AND CONTROL 
	4.3.1 Automatic battery cut off 
	4.3.2 Test switch 
	4.3.3 Battery isolation facility 

	4.4 BATTERIES 
	4.4.1 Required type 
	4.4.2 Battery capacity 
	4.4.3 Intercell connections 
	4.4.4 Battery circuit protection 
	4.4.5 Provision for battery replacement 

	4.5 BATTERY CHARGERS 
	4.5.1 General 
	4.5.2 Visual indicator 

	4.6 CONTROL EQUIPMENT 
	4.7 ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS 
	4.8 SELF-CONTAINED AUTOMATIC DISCHARGE TESTING FACILITIES 
	4.8.1 Application 
	4.8.2 General requirements 
	4.8.3 Required indications 

	4.9 MARKING 

	APPENDIX A - ESSENTIAL DATA AND PREFERRED FORMAT FOR TEST REPORTS FOR EMERGENCY ESCAPE LUMINAIRES AND EXIT SIGNS 
	APPENDIX B - SAMPLE DECLARATION OF COMPLIANCE FOR EMERGENCY ESCAPE LUMINAIRES AND EXIT SIGNS 
	APPENDIX C - CLASSIFICATION OF EMERGENCY ESCAPE LUMINAIRES 
	C1 BASIS OF CLASSIFICATION 
	C2 TEST CONDITIONS 
	C2.1 General 
	C2.2 Alternative luminaire combinations 
	C2.3 Mounting position 
	C2.4 Test voltage and current 

	C3 PROCEDURE FOR DERIVING THE LUMINAIRE CLASSIFICATION 
	C3.1 General procedure 
	C3.2 Method of assigning the classification 


	APPENDIX D - TYPE TESTING OF SELF˚CONTAINED EMERGENCY ESCAPE LUMINAIRES AND EXIT SIGNS 
	D1 TEMPERATURE TESTS 
	D1.1 Application 
	D1.2 General conditioning 

	D2 LIGHT OUTPUT 
	D2.1 Self˚contained emergency escape luminaires 
	D2.2 Self˚contained exit signs 

	D3 TEST FOR AUTOMATIC DISCHARGE TEST FACILITIES 
	D4 BATTERY CHARGER SHORT CIRCUIT TEST 

	BIBLIOGRAPHY



	Title: AS 2293.3-2005 Emergency escape lighting and exit signs forbuildings - Emergency escape luminaires and exit signs


