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This Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard was prepared by Joint Technical
Committee HE/1, Medical, Diagnostic and Surgical Products. It was approved on
behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 17 April 1998 and on behalf of the
Council of Standards New Zealand on 7 May 1998. It was published on 5 June 1998.
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Review of Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Joint Australian/
New Zealand Standards are subject to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue
of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important therefore that Standards users
ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments thereto.
Full details of all Joint Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards
Australia and Standards New Zealand Catalogue of Publications; this information is
supplemented each month by the magazines ‘The Australian Standard’ and ‘Standards
New Zealand’, which subscribing members receive, and which give details of new
publications, new editions and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Joint Standards, addressed to the head office of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand, are welcomed. Notification of any
inaccuracy or ambiguity found in a Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 97123.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia /Standards New Zealand
Subcommittee HE/1/3, Safe Disposal of Sharps and Clinical Wastes, under the
responsibility of Committee HE/1, Medical, Diagnostic and Surgical Products, to
supersede NZS 4304:1990,Health care waste management. The Standard was prepared in
response to a request from New Zealand commercial waste disposal companies which
were concerned about deficiencies in the New Zealand Standard. The opportunity has also
been taken to incorporate issues relevant to Australia.

The objective of this Standard is to establish principles for clinical and related wastes to
be safely and economically disposed of in an environmentally responsible manner,
subsequent to appropriate waste minimization practices.

It is recognized that, in terms of transmission of disease, the majority of wastes emanating
from health care and related facilities carry no greater risk than domestic waste and that
there is significant potential for waste minimization. However, there are some wastes
which may be, or are, of a hazardous or of an aesthetically unacceptable nature, and it is
these categories of wastes which this Standard addresses. General domestic waste is not
dealt with in this Standard.

In the preparation of this Standard, cognizance was taken of NZS 4304, theNational
Guidelines for the Management of Clinical and Related Wastes, published by the National
Health and Medical Research Council, Australia, and theNational Industry Code of
Practice for the Management of Clinical and Related Wastes, published by the National
Medical Waste Management Industry Group, within the Environment Management
Industry Association of Australia. For New Zealand purposes, this Standard should also
be read in conjunction with NZS 5433,Code of practice for the transportation of
hazardous substances on land, the New ZealandLand Transport Act 1962and the Treaty
of Waitangi, New Zealand.

The determination of appropriate treatment and disposal practices for waste is dependent
on an accurate categorization and segregation of the waste. The categorization and
segregation of clinical and related waste should typically be done according to—

(a) hazard, e.g. toxicity, corrosivity, flammability, radioactivity, pathogenicity, sharps;

(b) source, i.e. oncology, pathology, microbiology; or

(c) offence, i.e. a subjective aesthetic trait that is abhorrent to an individual or the
general public, e.g. human tissue, body parts.

© Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand publications and software.
Except where the Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means
without prior permission in writing from Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand. Permission may be conditional on an
appropriate royalty payment. Australian requests for permission and information on commercial software royalties should be directed to
the head office of Standards Australia. New Zealand requests should be directed to Standards New Zealand.

Up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard may be copied for use exclusively in-house by purchasers of the
Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand.

Inclusion of copyright material in computer software programs is also permitted without royalty payment provided such programs
are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the Standard
is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in commercial
contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at any time.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian /New Zealand Standard

Management of clinical and related wastes

1 SCOPE This Standard sets out requirements for the identification, segregation,
handling, storage, transport, treatment and ultimate safe disposal of clinical and related
wastes which may be hazardous, in an environmentally responsible manner in order to
reduce the impact to human health and safety. Such wastes include, but are not restricted
to, wastes arising from medical, nursing, dental, veterinary, laboratories, pharmaceutical,
podiatry, tattooing, body piercing, brothels, emergency services, blood banks, mortuary
practices and other similar practices, and wastes generated in health care facilities or other
facilities during the investigation or treatment of patients or in research projects.

2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1216 Class labels for dangerous goods

1319 Safety signs for the occupational environment

2243 Safety in laboratories
2243.4(Int) Part 4: Ionizing radiations

4031 Non-reusable containers for the collection of sharp medical items used in
health care areas

AS/NZS
2243 Safety in laboratories
2243.1 Part 1: General
2243.2 Part 2: Chemical aspects
2243.3 Part 3: Microbiology

4261 Reusable containers for the collection of sharp items used in human and
animal medical applications

4478 Guide to the reprocessing of reusable containers for the collection of sharp
items used in human and animal clinical/medical applications

SAA/SNZ
HB76 Dangerous goods—Initial emergency response guide

NZS
5433 Code of practice for the transportation of hazardous substances on land

Australian Code for the Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road and Rail (ADG Code)

International Air Transportation Association (IATA) Dangerous Goods Regulations

International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, International Maritime Organization
(IMO)

New Zealand Land Transport Act 1962

United Nations Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (UNRTDG)

COPYRIGHT
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Click on the logos to search the database online.

SAI Global also carries a wide range of publications from a wide variety of Standards Publishers:

The remainder of this document 

is available for purchase online at 

www.saiglobal.com/shop

T
hi

s 
is

 a
 fr

ee
 6

 p
ag

e 
sa

m
pl

e.
 A

cc
es

s 
th

e 
fu

ll 
ve

rs
io

n 
on

lin
e.

http://www.saiglobal.com/shop/script/Details.asp?DocN=stds000020780
http://www.standards.com.au
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=AS
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ISO
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=IEC
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ANSI
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ASTM
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=BSI
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=DIN
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=JIS
http://www.standards.com.au/catalogue/script/Provider.asp?Db=ETSI

	AS/NZS 3816:1998 Management of clinical and related wastes
	AS/NZS 3816:1998 MANAGEMENT OF CLINICAL AND RELATED WASTES
	PREFACE
	CONTENTS
	1 SCOPE
	2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS
	3 DEFINITIONS 
	3.1 Bund
	3.2 Clinical and related wastes
	3.2.1 Animal waste
	3.2.2 Chemical waste
	3.2.3 Clinical waste
	3.2.4 Cytotoxic waste
	3.2.5 Hazardous waste
	3.2.6 Human tissue waste
	3.2.7 Laboratory waste
	3.2.8 Pharmaceutical waste
	3.2.9 Radioactive waste
	3.2.10 Sharps

	3.3 General waste
	3.4 May
	3.5 Recyclable waste
	3.6 Reusable
	3.7 Shall
	3.8 Should

	4 WASTE MANAGEMENT POLICY
	5 CATEGORIZATION OF CLINICAL AND RELATED WASTES
	5.1 Clinical wastes
	5.2 Related wastes

	6 SEGREGATION OF WASTES
	7 CONTAINERS
	7.1 Plastic bags
	7.2 Rigid-walled containers
	7.2.1 Sharps containers
	7.2.2 Other rigid-walled containers


	8 EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN
	8.1 Emergency plan
	8.2 Emergency spill kits

	9 HANDLING
	10 MOVEMENT OF WASTES WITHIN THE ESTABLISHMENT
	10.1 General
	10.2 Wastes in plastic bags
	10.3 Wastes in rigid-walled containers
	10.4 Trolleys for movement of clinical wastes contained in plastic bags or non-mobile rigid walled containers

	11 STORAGE REQUIREMENTS
	11.1 General
	11.2 Requirements for waste generators
	11.3 Requirements for storage areas used for clinical and related wastes

	12 TRANSPORTATION
	12.1 General
	12.2 Transportation by road

	13 TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL OF CLINICAL AND RELATED WASTES
	13.1 General
	13.2 Clinical wastes
	13.3 Cytotoxic wastes
	13.4 Pharmaceutical wastes
	13.5 Chemical wastes
	13.6 Radioactive waste




	Title: AS/NZS 3816:1998 Management of clinical and related wastes


